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No more bucks for Solon school
Ievymeans the buck stops here

+ The buck stops here at my
wallet because there are 1o
more bucks.

I see the Soion school board
has put a 6.9 mill tax levy on
the ballot in the May election.
Why is the school system

'going'-broke? Poor state plan-

ning is a good guess along

+ with a fiscal policy that is

doomed to failure.

First of all, the state is cOn- :
_{ tributing less money to our
1 schools because they, too, are
- going broke. Unfortunately a
1 few years ago, in‘their suspect

wisdem, the Legislature voted

.| to phase out the Tangible Per-
:sonal Property Tax on busi-.

ness. When the proceeds of

|:] that tax are gone, who does
-that leave to supply the differ--
i] ence? You guessed it, we the

- your- vote i supp ort of-'the S o- .i long suffering local taxpay‘ers.

b "~1011 School levy on May 4. _
: -Mlchae] and AnnePort v ),
& w501 law giving all Ohio teachers

Second, a great many years
ago, the Legislature passed a

an automatic pay increase for
each additional year of their
service and for advancement

toward high degrees. This has

always been an increase in

salaries without the benefit of -
input from the local voters. -

And even though the Solon
school board will be laying off

-teachers whether the levy

passes or fails, those remain-
ing will be getting pay raises.
That doésn’t seem fair.

Third, back in the late
1990s the Ohio Supreme Court
rules that using property tax
to pay for schools was uncon-
' stitutional. In all that time the
Ohio Legislature has not seri-
ously addressed the issue and
we still use property tax to
pay for schools.

" Fourth, and this comes as
1o surprise to anyone, the
economy has tanked and most
people’s net worth has gone
down whilg the cost of just
about everythmg else has
gone up.

Frankly, unlike govern-

"mental entities, I have to live

within my means and cannot
pass along my expenses to my
neighbors. Therefore, as there
are no more bucks for this
school levy, the buck defi-
nitely stops here. '

" Joseph Artale

" Solon






